TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

FEBRUARY 10, 2009
President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

Present were Jon Granat Vice President, Council members David Babcock, Micheal Genger and Todd 

Martin.  Also present were Carol Pomeroy Clerk Treasurer, Patrick Lyp Attorney, James Spanier Police 

Chief, Lewie Craig Fire Chief, Brenda Brueckheimer Public Works Director and James Miller Park Superintendent.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Genger made the second, vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve claims as presented and Genger made the second, vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented 20 new contractors which Babcock made a motion to approve and Genger made the 

second, vote 5-0.

Pomeroy stated that Beach parking tickets would go on sale March 1.  She reminded the Porter residents 

that their driver’s license and vehicle registration must show the Town of Porter in order to get the lower 

rate.  The rates are as follows:

            Porter Senior citizens 60 years or older $5.00 per year

            Town of Porter residents $15.00

            Town employees $5.00

            Indiana Resident $40.00

            Out of state residents $75.00

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp stated that the Karl Bauer lawsuit was dismissed by a joint agreement.

Lyp noted that WBEZ radio had paid the $12,000 to change the contract which was agreed by both parties.

Lyp also told the Council that he has filed an appeal regarding a workmen’s compensation claim filed by 

former employee Diane Orrell.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier thanked Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Public Works, for her assistance of plowing so 

that the police could reach a residents home.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Craig reminded owners of rentals to turn in smoke detector forms at the Fire station.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer asked Council permission to purchase safety equipment for confined space monitoring 

which is mandated by OSHA.  The cost of the equipment would be approximately $2,500.  Babcock 

made the motion to approve the purchase and Genger made the second, vote 5-0.

Brueckheimer stated that they had used the new vacuum truck to pump lift stations for 26 hours this 

weekend which prevented lift station overflows.

Brueckheimer asked Council’s permission to advertize for road way material as follows:

1. Price per ton on surface and binder 

2. Price per gallon for furnish and apply tack coat 

3. Price for asphalt milling for approximately 25,000 yards 

The bids would be due on March 10th at 3:00pm at the Town Hall and opening of bids would follow.

Genger made the motion to advertize and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.  Lyp said he would

write the advertisement and give to Pomeroy to advertize.

Brueckheimer also urged resident’s to clear their blocked driveway culverts and storm drains to help 

prevent flooding.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Miller noted that the drainage improvements have been made at Porter Cove Park and has made a great

difference, the Park is virtually dry.

OLD BUSINESS:

ALLIED CONTRACT:

Was placed on next agenda.

COMMUNITY BUILDING RENOVATIONS for KITCHEN and RESTROOMS:

Patty Raffin, Vice President of the Park Board gave a brief synopsis of the renovations and then told 

Council that she had called Porter County Building Department and they told her that the renovations 

do not need State approval, that it is a local matter.  After much discussion of whether the blueprints

need State approval or not Lyp advised Raffin that they need to get a letter from their architect Rick

Harris or their contractor stating that they do or do not need state approval of the blueprints.  They are 

to send the letter to the Clerk Treasurer office.  Raffin stated that the bathroom and kitchen remodel 

will cost $32,770 and the kitchen appliances should be less than $8,000 since they are going to buy used appliances.  Babcock asked if a 10X10 and a 10X9 kitchen are sufficient and Raffin replied yes.  Granat 

asked if they had called any caterers for their opinion and Raffin replied no.  Genger made a motion to approve the remodel of the kitchen and bathroom not to exceed $43,000 and Babcock made the second, 

vote 5-0.

Raffin handed out a copy of an email that she had sent to the Council saying that the copier that Pomeroy 

gave to the Park Dept. is now in disrepair.  The Park Board approved Miller to buy a printer at

their last meeting which cost $86.00.  She stated that to buy a copier is beyond what their budget can

afford.  The Park Board determined that they make approximately 100 copies each month which

includes mostly of Community Center Rental forms (5 pages each) followed by Shelter and Gazebo

rental forms as well as Festival forms.  Copies of the month’s activities, minutes, income statements, 

Superintendent and Administrator reports, year end reports and specific issues pertaining to

monthly meetings are supplied to each Board member for each meeting.  They also supply copies of 

return deposits to their patrons and follow-up copies to the Deputy Clerk.  She noted that their larger 

copy jobs are outsourced this includes the Christmas party, Halloween party, Easter Egg hunt and the 

Porter Park summer program.  The letter went on to say that the Park Board is requesting the use of the 

Clerk Treasurer’s copier at the Town Hall with an amount not to exceed 100 copies per month.  At the 

Park Boards next meeting, 2/17/09 they will review the amount and line item necessary to take from in 

order to compensate the Clerk Treasurer for the use of her copier but the cost could not exceed 2 cents 

per copy.  Then states that if the Council chose to review this agreement that they would ask that the 

review take place after the first month trial basis for any modifications to the agreement.  Babcock said

that all departments should work together and asked Pomeroy her opinion.  Pomeroy said no because

the copier is getting old and had to been repaired lately.  She also noted that 2 cents a copy would not

cover the paper cost not to mention the toner and wear and tear on the copier.  She also said that when

the copier needs replaced is the Park going to help pay towards the cost of buying a new one she didn’t

think so.  Pomeroy said that the Park just bought a new copier/fax/printer and they could use their own

copier.  Pomeroy asked Miller if he had called Kramer & Leonard about repairs and he said no that he

called a place in Munster and the cost was $150 to show and would be billed in 15 minute intervals and

he couldn’t afford that and Pomeroy interjected but you don’t mind spending out of my budget.  Babcock agreed with Pomeroy and said that they are only printing 100 copies they could go anywhere and have 

copies made and suggested that they go to the library and also suggested that they investigate leasing 

their own copier.  Brueckheimer volunteered that she has a spare copier that needs belts and they are 

welcome to have it repaired and use it.

TRUCK ROUTE:

Martin advised the Council that he needs direction on which way to route the truck route.  Martin 

presented 4 options:

1. Leave as is and modify the corner.  Martin stated that if Wagner Road is retained that the intersection 

    of Wagner and Lincoln Street would have to be made wider and Babcock said that some parking spaces

    could be eliminated to make turning safer.

2. Waverly Road and then turn on Lincoln Street.  Martin said that it would cost $2,000 to do core

    samples to test the roads worthiness.

3. Waverly Road and turn on Woodlawn, he noted that the fire hydrant would need to be moved.

4. Purchase the property between 15th Street and Jackson Blvd. south of the railroad tracks which is 

    owned by Lorain Bell.  Martin spoke with Bell and he is willing to sell the property.  Then the 

    Town would install a road.

 Residents Shirley Babcock, Karen Pisowicz and Bill Cantrell all agreed that Waverly Road is too narrow 

and a walking trail is planned for later in the year.  Brueckheimer also stated that Waverly Road is too 

narrow and also included the road will be used for a hiking/bike trail later on in the year.  Martin said that trails do co-exist along busy roads.  He also stated that in the 80’s Waverly Road was the truck route and 

for whatever reason it was changed.  Martin also noted that the bridge over 94 and the bridge over the Little Calumet River appear to be adequate to handle bigger trucks.  Babcock agreed that the bridges are rated for truck traffic. Resident Jennifer Klug questioned the road between 15th Street and Jackson Blvd if trucks 

would be able to make the turn from Jackson Blvd because of the railroad tracks.  Granat stated that it 

doesn’t make sense for the Town to spend X amount of dollars for a road when 90% of the truck traffic doesn’t do business in Porter.  Lyp said that it is possible to make the truck route for local traffic only.

Then Granat and Brueckheimer questioned if the Town would lose federal highway money if it bans

trucks from the Town.  Martin suggested another approach would be to issue truck permits.  Pomeroy

was advised to add the truck route to next agenda.

OWN ENGINEER

Babcock had given the Council a job description at the last Council meeting and no one had any 

additions.  Martin made a motion to advertize for a Town Engineer with a salary range of $50,000 to

$100,000 who would serve as an employee rather than a contractor and Granat made the second, 

vote 5-0.  Lyp will write the ad and send to Pomeroy to advertize.

NEW BUSINESS

Chief Spanier asked Council permission to change the fees and some wording of the ordinance that 

charges for video tapes and pictures.  He noted that the ordinance now charges a flat fee of $5.00 a

picture. He said that there is a case pending that has 500 pictures and he would have to charge $2,500

as per the ordinance and feels that is excessive.  He would like to amend it to $10.00 a picture or a 

CD or DVD for all pictures $125.00.  He would also like to take out the wording of video tapes because

they no longer use video tapes.  Spanier would like it to say just video.  Genger made a motion to allow

the above changes and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.  Spanier asked the Council if he could reduce

the rate change effective today even though the ordinance is not in place yet and by consensus the Council agreed.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Genger:  FIREWORKS

He has received pre-approval, for the Town, from the Indiana Dunes State Park to have lakefront fireworks

this year as part of 4th of July celebration.  He said the Indiana Department of Natural Resources prefers the

fireworks display for July 1st.  Genger noted that the current plans are for them to be set off of a barge at

Lake Michigan in the State Park.  Genger suggested that a committee be formed to organize several days of events for the Porter residents and the Duneland community.  He also noted that arrangements should be made to set up a fund to accept donations.  Rita Newman of the Friends of Porter said that last year she received a

donation of $500 earmarked for fireworks.  Brueckheimer who was chairman of last years Sesquicentennial 

Committee said that several people had made donations for fireworks for 2009 and thanked Genger for 

getting this for the residents.  The Council authorized Genger to submit the application for a DNR permit for

this fireworks display.  
Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.

Dated this _____ day of February, 2009.

________________________________                    _______________________________

Michele Bollinger, President                                          Jon Granat, Vice President

________________________________                    _______________________________

David Babcock                                                            Micheal Genger

________________________________                    ATTEST:________________________

Todd Martin                                                                                 Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer

