TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

FEBRUARY 8, 2011

President Trevin Fowler called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members Jon Granat, David Babcock, Todd Martin, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Development Matt Keiser, Park Superintendent Jim Miller.  Absent was Building Commissioner Art Elwood.

MINUTES:  Executive Meeting 12/14/10 and Regular Meeting 1/25/11.

Granat made a motion to approve the Executive minutes of 12/14/10 and include the Park Board members names and 1/25/11 minutes as written and Bollinger made the second, vote 5-0.

CLAIMS:

Granat made a motion to approve the claims as presented in the amounts of $134,027.19 and $7,145.42 and Sewer Write offs in the amount of $1,318.93 and Bollinger made the second,

 vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Debbie Bowen of Franklin Street thanked the Street Department for a wonderful clean up of plowing  the streets after the snow storm.

Patty Raffin of Park Board questioned why the Park Board members were excluded from the Executive Session minutes and the Council voted unanimously to add the Park Board members to the minutes.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy noted that she forgot to repay a loan from Police grants in the amount of $68,000 to CEDIT Fund.  She said at the June 8th meeting the Council granted a temporary loan from CEDIT to Police Grants until the money was received.  Bollinger made a motion to repay the loan from Police Grants to CEDIT in the amount of $68,000 and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.
Pomeroy also asked the Council for permission to write off stagnant checks that are outstanding for more than 2 years.  Martin made a motion to write off the following checks from Sewer Operating Fund:  Ck.# 7875 for $59.75, Ck.# 8736 for $547.96, Ck.#8756 for $1,687.38, Ck.# 8853 for $150.00 and Ck.# 9162 for $54.64 plus Ck. # 16396 for Street Dept. $1,403.20 and Fire $1,403.20 for total of $2,806.40; Ck. #17542 for Town Hall in the amount of $23.73 and Park for $44.40 a total of $68.13; Ck. #15466 for Park $100.00; Ck.#16037 for Town Hall $90.13; Ck.# 16156 for Town Hall $180.26 and Ck.# 16901 for Park $25.00 and Bollinger made the second, vote 5-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp stated that on December 27, 2010 and January 5, 2011 a formal complaint was filed with Indiana Public Access Counselor’s Office and on January 19, 2011 he received a letter from them stating that there were no violations of the state law.
Lyp also said that he will offer an ordinance for the Council to adopt at the next meeting making technical changes to the Town Code Book.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig said because of the recent blizzard at the end of January he is extending the deadline for Smoke Detector forms for rental units until March 1st.

STREET DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer thanked all departments and her staff for their help during the blizzard in January.
She said that so far this year they have used 100 tons of salt and has 140 total hours of overtime.

Brueckheimer also announced that Able Disposal will no longer be accepting and electronics for disposal but residents can bring them to the Public Works Bldg. between 7:30 -3:30 and she will dispose of them properly.  

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser announced that US Hwy 20 will be closed February 18th from 9:00 to 2:00pm to set new beams for the bridge.

Keiser also stated that the manholes have been rebuilt at Beam and Mineral Springs Roads and then they will move to Six Box Lane when the undersized culverts have been replaced.

The Façade Grant is still open for businesses to apply and the deadline is February 14th to submit to the Town of Porter and February 21st to submit to the Chamber.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT

Pomeroy presented 22 new contractors to be approved.  Martin made a motion to accept the 22 new contractors and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.
NEW BUSINESS

ORDINANCE 2011-02 MOVING CEDIT APPROPRIATIONS

Bollinger made a motion to number and read by title only and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.  Bollinger made a motion to suspend the rules and Martin made the 2nd, vote 5-0.  Bollinger made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption of Ordinance 2011-02 and Granat made the 2nd, vote 5-0.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Fowler announced that he has interviewed Rondi Wightman for the Park Board Appointment and she has his support and appointed her to the Park Board.  Fowler also announced that he was replacing himself as Park liaison and has talked Granat and Granat said he would be liaison to the Park Board.  Fowler also said that he is available to Granat and the Park Board if the need arises.

Granat said that Porter has lost a friend, Tom Lindquist who passed away on January 26th.  Granat said that Tom owned and ran the barber shop on Lincoln Street for over 50 years.  Granat and Babcock agreed that “tributes” to Tom cannot do him justice. 

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.

Dated this _____ day of February, 2011.

_____________________________

____________________________

Trevin Fowler, President



Michele Bollinger, Vice President

_____________________________

____________________________

Jon Granat





David Babcock

_____________________________

Todd Martin

ATTEST:_____________________________


     Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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