TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JANUARY 27, 2009

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

Also present were Vice President Jon Granat, Council members David Babcock and Micheal Genger and 

Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Police Chief James Spanier, 
Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park 

Superintendent James Miller.  Council member Todd Martin was absent. Fire Chief Craig asked for a 
moment of silence in honor of the late Chesterton Fire Chief Skip Highwood.

Bollinger thanked Ed Pilarski for serving on the Stormwater Board and Linda Hodges for serving on 

the Police Commission and Genger presented a plaque to Pilarski.  Hodges was not in attendance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to accept the January 13th minutes as written and Genger made the second.

Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve claims in the amount of $229,007.85 and $90,182.28 as presented

and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Tim Haas of Haas & Associates announced that Warren Thiede of Haas & Associates was a grand-
father today.  Haas thanked the Council for being the Engineer for the past 7 years and looks forward

to proceeding with all the projects that have been lined up with IDEM.

Rita Newman of Franklin Street asked the Council how many of them receive the Chesterton

Tribune which they all responded yes.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked the Council to cancel all outstanding checks that are 2 years or older for the Park

Dept. in the amount of $265.00, Police Dept. in the amount of $127.50 and the Town Hall in the

amount of $379.51 for a grand total of $772.01 (see attached schedule for each individual check)
Granat made a motion and Babcock made the second, vote 4-0.

Pomeroy also asked the council for permission to write off $346.06 for Nathan O’Brien for a sewer

bill.  Pomeroy explained that he had sold his house November 1, 2004 and did not call the Sewer 

Dept. and he was being billed after that.  Mr. O’Brien is not legally responsible for these charges but

unfortunately he was turned over to collections.  Babcock made a motion to write off the charge
of $346.06 and Genger made the second, vote 4-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp updated the Council on a lawsuit recently filed by C&C Development, Inc. involving the Town

Council and Plan Commission because the Plan Commission denied their replat in Hunter’s Glen 

subdivision over open space. Lyp stated that the Hunter’s Glen homeowners association was also 

named as defendants.
Lyp also stated that he will be attending an administrative hearing on former employee Diane Orrell

to determine if she is qualified for unemployment that the Town denied.

Lyp also asked the Council their wishes on the Karl Bauer lawsuit.  He said the tentative agreement
is that Bauer will drop his lawsuit and the Town will drop their countersuit with no one paying.
The Council agreed by consensus.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Spanier asked the Council to place on next agenda an ordinance to fix the fees collected by them for

reports.  Their fee schedule now reads $5.00 for each picture that is requested for accidents and he feels

that is excessive since some reports have 500 photos.  Lyp stated that by law the Town can only 

charge actual cost which ranges from 50 cents to a dollar for printed pages.  The Council told Spanier
to have ready by next meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Craig reminded owners of rental property that the deadline for completed forms for smoke detectors

is January 31st.  The forms are to be returned to the Fire Department.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPORT

Brueckheimer reported that she held a class for confined space on January 23rd at the town hall and 

thanked Pomeroy for letting her use the building.  They said that there were 32 in attendance which 

included surrounding departments.  She noted that she will be purchasing safety equipment so that

the town is in compliance with OSHA,

She stated that the department has used 450 ton of salt so far this year.

Brueckheimer has completed the 1st quarterly report for IDEM which will be mailed this week.
She also said that she has received 2 checks from FEMA for the disaster relief reimbursement in the 

amounts of $28459.95 for sewer issues and $1,877.65 for road repair to Waverly Road.  She noted

that all claims submitted has been approved in the following amounts for each department Street will

receive a total of $20,176.15, sewer $28,459.95, Park $1,894.61 and Fire $607.23.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Park Board President Becky Maranto asked how the plowing is going with Superintendent Miller

plowing the Town hall and Police Dept. parking lots and Miller and Brueckheimer agreed that it is
fine and she gave approval to continue.

Miller said that the Porter Cove drainage project should be done in 2 weeks and the emergency lights 
at the Community building should be completed this week.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 33 new contractors which Babcock made a motion to approve with Genger making

the second vote 4-0.

OLD BUSINESS

ALLIED TRASH CONTRACT

Lyp stated that he is still working with Jim Smith of Able Disposal and will have at next meeting

TRUCK ROUTE

Martin was absent and was placed on the next agenda.

WBEZ AMENDENT

Attorney Greg Babcock representing WBEZ Chicago Public Radio station presented an amendment
to the contract for WBEZ to pay $6,000 to the police department and $6,000 to the fire department 
for a grand total of $12,000 in lieu of installing a live weather camera on their tower.  Granat made

a motion to approve the amendment and Genger made the second, vote 4-0.

PCCRVC APPOINTMENT

Genger made a motion to reappoint Judy Chaplin to the PCCRVC and Granat made the second,

vote 4-0.

NIRPC APPOINTMENT

Granat made a motion to appoint Genger to NIRPC and Babcock made the second, vote 4-0.

DEDC APPOINTMENT

Granat made a motion to appoint Genger to NIRPC and Babcock made the second, vote 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS

DEPARTMENT HEADS

By consensus the Council agreed to retain James Spanier as Police Chief, Lewis Craig as Fire Chief,
Brenda Brueckheimer as Public Works Director and Art Elwood as Building Commissioner.

CONSULTANT CONTRACTS

ATTORNEY:  Patrick Lyp

Granat made the motion to retain Patrick Lyp and Genger made the second, vote 4-0.

FINANCIAL CONSULTANT: Karl Cender

Genger made a motion to retain Karl Cender and Granat made the second, vote 4-0.

TOWN PLANNER:  James Mandon

Babcock Made a motion to retain James Mandon and Granat made the second, vote 4-0.

TOWN ENGINEER:  Haas & Associates

Babcock noted that the Town had received an application from Global Engineering and made a 
recommendation to retain Haas & Associates.  He noted that Haas is up to date with all IDEM’s
agreed orders and the Compliance Plan.  Granat noted that Haas rates are slightly higher than

Global’s rates but feels that Haas is the best choice.  Babcock made a motion to retain Haas & 

Associates and Granat made the second, vote 4-0.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Bollinger said that Genger and her attended a meeting earlier in the day at NIRPC regarding 
preliminary plans for a regional bike/hike trail from Lake/Porter County line east through Portage
and Burns Harbor into Porter. She also stated that it may include Ogden Dunes and would connect to 

Porter’s bike trail.  She noted that funding will be available and Porter will participate in the 

project.

Babcock presented a job description for a Town engineer and asked the Council to look over and to

add or delete as they feel fit.  Babcock wants this on the next agenda,

Genger made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second, vote 4-0.
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_______________________________

___________________________

Michele Bollinger, President



Jon Granat, Vice President

_______________________________

____________________________

David Babcock
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