TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JANUARY 26, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock, and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser, and Superintendent James Miller.  

MINUTES

Babcock made a motion to approve the January 12, 2010 minutes as written and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims in the amounts of $266,725.26 and $125,461.07 as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Brian Murphy Operations Manager of Able Disposal asked Council members to move recycling days from Thursday to Fridays for the entire Town excluding Porter Beach which would stay on Mondays.

The recycling schedule is as follows:


All recycling would be picked up on February 4th & 5th.


North of Hwy 20 and Porter Cove would be February 12th and every other Friday thereafter.


South of Hwy 20 would be February 19th and every other Friday thereafter.

All trash pickups would stay the same day.

Martin made a motion to accept the above schedule and Babcock made the second.  Vote 3-1 with Granat voting no because he thought the Town Hall would be inundated with phone calls.

James Smith of Able Disposal stated that Able would distribute flyers to residents notifying them of these changes at their own expense.

Kay Copollo of Beam Street said that on January 26th Carl Copollo is celebrating his 30th anniversary working for the Town.  She said that the residents have been very kind to Carl during his tenure.  Bollinger congratulated Carl for his years of service.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy presented a list of write off adjustments for sewer accounts for either wrong billing or double billing.  The accounts are #4030 for $8.00, #15150 for $22.00, #30880 for $643.96 and #402100 for $90.88.  Granat made a motion to accept the above write-offs and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Attorney Lyp stated that former BZA members have received subpoenas regarding the Brewer/Schoenfelt lawsuit which dates back to 2003.  A court date is set for February 22.  Lyp stated that he has talked to both attorneys and all agreed to work through him for this lawsuit.  Lyp also noted that he would talk to the former BZA members regarding this issue.

Lyp also asked the Council to set an unknown date for an Executive session regarding an employee matter but reminded them that there was a 48 hour notice to be taken into consideration.  Babcock made a motion to set a date for an Executive session regarding an employee and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier said he has been asked to present to the Council a request to use the Town’s parking lot on February 21st for a party of Porter Beach resident Chuck Welter who resides on Bote Road.   Spanier told the Council that there is no parking on Bote Road and he is comfortable letting them use the parking lot for this occasion.  He noted that if it was summertime his feelings would be different.  The Council approved by consensus to allow the parking at this time.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig reminded landlords to submit their smoke detectors forms to him by January 31st.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Liaison Babcock stated that Brenda Brueckheimer is recuperating from surgery and is doing well and he is hoping that she stays home and gets healthy before returning to work.  Sewer foreman Sarah Olsen is in charge of daily operations while Matt Keiser will be handling phone calls and Babcock will handle personnel issues.  Keiser reported that over the last 10 days the Street Department has used 31/2 tons of pothole patch on the roads.  He also asked residents not to park on roads if possible during snowfall or at least park as close to the curb as possible.

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

OAK HILL ROAD SEWER AND ROAD REPAIR

Keiser stated that in early December, we had a sanitary sewer line issue on W. Oak Hill road.  Investigation found an undersized main that requires relocating and upsizing.  This is considered an emergency since the line floods occasionally and our sewer department is constantly out there checking on the depths for emergency pumping.  Keiser noted that there were plans engineered to rectify the problem and he received an emergency contract for the repairs, but, the sewer fund is not in the state to compensate.  Keiser went to the Redevelopment Commission earlier in the evening and they agreed to accept the proposed $140,100 sanitary installation since it is in the TIF district.  Keiser asked the Council if they would approve spending $41,000 from the Major Move Fund to pave the road after the new line is installed.  Babcock made a motion to spend $41,000 out of Major Move Fund to pave W. Oak Hill Road after the new lines are installed and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

ESTABLISHING SANITARY SEWER RATE COMMITTEE

Keiser said that after reviewing the 2009 sanitary sewer fund he would like to set up a 7 member committee to analyze the sewer rates.  He noted that the Town has an agreed order with IDEM and he feels that the Town may need to make adjustments to its rate structure and identify individual projects that will eventually be removed from the compliance plan.  With Council approval he would like to lead an advisory committee that would consist of 7 members which would be 4 Town employees and 3 sanitary sewer customers from the Town and also Karl Cender the Town’s Financial Advisor.  The goal would be to review rate structures, identify projects and make a recommendation to the Council.  The Council agreed by consensus.  Keiser asked that all volunteers contact him at the Town Hall and he would like to start meeting as soon as possible.

Keiser noted that he has received from Congressman Visclosky FY11 appropriation request.  Keiser will be putting together a list of projects to submit with the help of department heads.  This package must be submitted by February 10, 2010.

PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller thanked the Council for the 2010 dump truck that he has received.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 46 new contractors for Council approval.  Martin made a motion to accept the contractors and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Dated this _______ day of February, 2010.

_____________________________
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Todd Martin
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    Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer

