TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JANUARY 25, 2011

President Trevin Fowler called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger and Council members Jon Granat, David Babcock, Todd Martin, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer, Director of Engineering and Development Matt Keiser, Park Superintendent Jim Miller.  Absent were Building Commissioner Art Elwood and Police Chief James Spanier.

MINUTES:  Special Meeting 1/11/11 and Regular Meeting 1/11/11

Bollinger made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.

CLAIMS:

Bollinger made a motion to approve the claims as presented in the amounts of $137,613.32 and $352,674.95 and Sewer Write offs in the amount of $46.25 and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

None

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp said that he would be in court on 1/28 defending the Plan Commission against an attempt to overturn its denial of a proposed replat of a portion of Hunter’s Glen subdivision.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Granat stated that the unwanted/expired prescriptions box was in place at the Police Department.  Residents may drop them off and they will be disposed of safely by the Police Department

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig reminded landlords that the forms needed to comply with the Porter smoke detector ordinance are due January 31st.  The forms are available at the Fire Department and Town Hall and the completed forms should be dropped off at the Fire station, there is a drop box for them if nobody is there.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer that next week is recycling for electronics and they may be dropped off at the Public Works Building to be disposed of.
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Keiser said that the concrete has been poured at Waverly and State Park Roads for the box culvert and the roads will be opened next Monday 1/31.  INDOT will be closing Indiana 49 from US 12 to Indiana State Park to replace the bridge over US 12 on February 1st and if all goes well should be open before Memorial Day.
Keiser reported that Grimmer Construction has pushed back their starting date to April 1st when the asphalt plants open.  They were awarded the bid for replacing manholes in the downtown area.  They will warn residents when portions of roads will be closed.

Keiser stated that the Town held a workshop last week for businesses regarding the Duneland Chamber of Commerce Façade grants.  He stated that last year the Chamber offered a total of $20,000 grants for businesses to make improvements to their business.  Keiser noted that 3 businesses from Porter were awarded grants.  This year the Chamber is offering a total of $30,000 in façade grants.  Keiser said that any business in Porter may apply for these grants and they do not need to be a member of the Duneland Chamber.  At the Redevelopment Commission meeting earlier in the evening, they approved of matching any grants that are awarded to Porter businesses that are in the TIF district and Keiser asked the Town Council if they were interested in matching grants that are not in the TIF district as they did last year from the CEDIT Fund.  Bollinger made a motion to match all Porter façade grants that are awarded to Porter businesses with CEDIT funds and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

None

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Martin made a motion to approve the 35 new contractor’s licenses and Bollinger made the second, vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

BZA APPOINTMENT:

Fowler noted that at the last meeting Todd Martin was appointed to the BZA in error and the Council needs to replace him.  Granat made a motion to appoint Elka Nelson to the BZA and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.

ORDINANCE 2011-01 TRANSFER CEDIT APPROPRIATIONS FOR SEWER BOND PAYMENT

Granat made a motion to number and read by title only ordinance 2011-01 and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.  Bollinger made a motion to suspend the rules and Martin made the second, vote 5-0.  Bollinger made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption and Granat made the second, vote 5-0.  Ordinance 2011-01 was adopted.
PARK BOARD DISCUSSION

Park Employees answering to the Council instead of the Park Board.

Fowler said that at the last meeting residents had the opportunity to speak and this meeting will be discussion by the Council only.  Fowler said that the Council members may respond and asked Martin if he had any comments and he had no comment.  Fowler asked Babcock for his comments and Babcock said that this needs to come to an end and he feels that the Park Board should stay in place and go back to the way it was and move on.  Fowler asked Granat and he said that he has seen the loyalty that the Park Board members have and they are looking out for the Town.  Fowler asked Bollinger and she responded that she hopes that both sides can work together and move forward.  She hopes that the Park Board will reconsider their position some day because direct supervision by the Council of Park employees is the best way.  Fowler said that it is regrettable this issue was played out in the media and he hopes that everyone can move forward.  Fowler said that the Council still reserves the right to revisit this issue at a later date if needed and for now this matter is closed.
PARK BOARD APPOINTMENT

Fowler said that the appointment to the Park Board is a Presidential Appointment and that the Council has only received one application and it was from Rondi Wightman who is presently serving on the Park Board until another appointment is made.  Fowler said that he would like to personally meet with Wightman before he makes his appointment.
REPORTS FROM BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Fowler said that there are Boards and Commissions that the Council cannot legally serve on and that it is near impossible to be present at all meetings in the Town.  He is requesting that the President of each Board or Commission, or his/her appointee, report to the Council once a month on their activities starting in February.  He will contact each President for this request.
REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION REPORT

President Bollinger reported that the Redevelopment Commission (RDC) met last week and had an organizational meeting and she was appointed President and Al Raffin was appointed Vice-President.
She attended a meeting in Indianapolis for the RDA last week and was given an update to the Gateway Project.  Lee Morris of the RDA praised Porter for their work being done on the Gateway project.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

None

Martin made a motion to adjourn and Babcock made the second, vote 5-0.

Dated this _____ day of February, 2011.

_____________________________

____________________________

Trevin Fowler, President



Michele Bollinger, Vice President

_____________________________

____________________________

Jon Granat





David Babcock

_____________________________

Todd Martin

ATTEST:_____________________________


     Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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