TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JANUARY 13, 2009

President Jon Granat called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also 
present were Vice President Michele Bollinger. Council members David Babcock, Micheal Genger and 
Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and 
Park Superintendent James Miller.

REORGANIZATION OF COUNCIL

Genger made a motion to nominate Bollinger as President and Granat as Vice President.  Babcock made a motion to nominate Granat as President and Bollinger as Vic President and Martin made a motion to 
nominate Genger as President and Babcock as Vice President.  The vote for Bollinger as President and 
Granat as Vice President was Martin, Genger and Bollinger voting yes and Babcock and Granat voting no.  Motion passed 3-2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of 12/30/08

Babcock made a motion to accept the minutes and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Minutes of 1/9/09 Special meeting

Genger made a motion to accept the minutes and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Minutes of 1/9/09 Executive meeting

Babcock made a motion to accept the minutes and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to accept the claims as presented in the amounts of $421,781.49 and Sewer 
Claims $11,539.32 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Jennifer Klug Lincoln Street thanked all the departments for working together.

Sherrill Newman Franklin St, asked when the truck route was going to be settled that the other day 
she saw 4 vehicles having to back up on Lincoln St so that a truck could make the corner.

Jennifer Granat Francis St, also added that the trucks are backing up at the stop sign making a dangerous situation.

Martin stated that he has to meet with someone on Friday and to put the truck route on the next agenda 
and he will have a solution to the problem.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

None

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE REPORT

Chief Spanier again encouraged residents to call if anything looks suspicious and not to wait until the 
next day.

FIRE REPORT

Chief Craig reminded all landlords to fill out a smoke detector form by January 31, 2009 and return to 

his office at 550 Beam Street.
Craig also reminded the Council that he has applied for a DNR 50/50 grant that he applies for each 

year.  The Council agreed by consensus.  He noted that he usually finds out in May whether they have

accepted it.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer stated that she met with Miller the Park superintendent and Warren Thiede of Haas & 

Associates for the MS4 self audit and will meet again 2/23 again.

She also noted that they have replaced the transducer mount at Porter Cove.
Thiede has finished the sewer capacity for the Town and noted that the Town has reduced the average

daily flow by 18,500 gallons a day.

Brueckheimer also noted that they have used about 225 tons of salt so far this year.

Brueckheimer also asked the Council permission to buy 4 new sewer meters at the cost of $3,660 apiece

for a total of $16,640 to comply with IDEM.  The Council agreed by consensus.

She also reminded the residents that Lincoln Street has a parking ban from 4am to 6 am for snow removal

and this will be enforced.

PARK REPORT

None

BUILDING REPORT

Elwood presented 138 new contractors for approval.  Babcock made a motion to approve and Genger

made the second.  Vote 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS
Allied Contract.  Lyp noted that Jim smith of Able has not prepared yet.

Fire Contract.  Was approved at last meeting just needed to be signed.
NEW BUSINESS

PARK REMODELING OF KITCHEN, BATHROOM, PORTER COVE DRAINAGE, ETC.

Patty Raffin of the Park Board presented a power point presentation on the above.  The Council approved 

to use CEDIT funds to pay the following: $1.100 to purchase a push mower and snow blower; $1.600 for 

emergency lightening at exits and $2,100 for 6 new tables and 25 new chairs.  The Council also approved
$10,000 for Burrus Construction to improve the drainage at Porter Cove Park.  Martin made the motion 

to approve the above expenditures and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Raffin noted that once he

has completed the drainage work that Wendy Krantz will organize volunteers to help install a baseball

field at Porter Cove Park.  Raffin explained the biggest project is the renovation of the kitchen and bath

rooms at the Community Center at Hawthorne Park.  She estimated that the project would take 

approximately 3 weeks to complete and if not done in March would have to wait until next year when

rentals are at their lowest point.  Raffin explained that there are 2 rental rooms and only one kitchen.  The

Park Board would like to add on to the present kitchen by 4 feet and then divide them into 2 kitchens with

new appliances in each.  Granat asked approximately how much more money would the Park receive by

adding a second kitchen and Raffin replied $3,000.  Bollinger, Park liaison, stated that the reason for the upgrade is not to generate a lot of money but make the kitchens more user friendly.  The Park Board has 

received 2 proposals for the renovations at the cost of $32,770 and $40,755 for the kitchen/restroom

renovation.  They also presented a proposal for just the restroom only in the amount of $7,175.  Raffin 

reminded the Council if not approved now the prices will go up.  Karen Pisowicz , a resident commented
that she has rented the building many times and had shared the kitchen with no problems.  She feels by

making it smaller will be claustrophobic.  The Council agreed by consensus to table the kitchen/restroom

renovations until next meeting.
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH BURNS HARBOR

Genger presented the Council with the above MoU with Burns Harbor to establish a joint working group to
guide the development of Highway 20 corridor.  The memo also states that both towns agree to strive for

integrated ordinance requirements which ensure an efficient and lean organization with greater results.  In

addition, the towns agree to support cooperation with and among local business along the corridor with

regard to performance and compliance strategies.  In also states that both Towns agree to work together

to identifying funding sources to implement the plan.  Burns Harbor Council approved this last month.

Genger made a motion to sign the Memorandum of Understanding with Burns Harbor and Babcock made

the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPOINTMENT OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
PARK BOARD:


Genger made a motion to appoint Jessie Campaniello (R) to the Park Board and Martin made the second.


Granat made a motion to appoint Jeannine Virtue (R) to the Park Board and Babcock made the 
second.
Vote was follows:  Martin Campaniello; Genger Campaniello; Babcock Virtue; Granat Virtue; and 

Bollinger Campaniello.  Vote 3-2 for Campaniello.  Her term expires 12/31/2012.
POLICE COMMISSION:


Genger made a motion to appoint Sandi Snyder (R) to the Police Comm. and Martin made the second.


Granat made a motion to appoint Linda Hodges (R) to the Police Comm. and Babcock made the second.

Vote was follows:  Martin Snyder; Genger Snyder; Babcock Hodges; Granat Hodges; and Bollinger

Snyder.  Vote 3-2 for Snyder.  Her term expires 12/31/2011.
PLAN COMMISSION:

Babcock made a motion to appoint Brenda Brueckheimer (I) to the Plan Comm. with her term expiring

12/31/09 and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Genger made a motion to appoint Todd Martin (R) to the Plan Comm. with his term expiring

12/31/09 and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

STORM WATER BOARD
Genger made a motion to appoint Daniel Colbert (R) to the Storm Water Board with his term expiring 

12/31/2011 and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
Genger made a motion to appoint Elka Nelson (D) to the BZA with her term expiring 12/31/2010 and
Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Bollinger made a Presidential appointment to appoint Lorrain
Bell (R) to the BZA.

PORTER OVERLAY COMMITTEE

Genger made a motion to appoint Todd Martin to the Porter Overlay Committee to replace Babcock and

Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Genger made a motion to appoint Al Raffin (R) and Trevin Fowler (R) to the Redevelopment Comm. with 

their terms expiring 12/31/2009 and Martin made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Bollinger made a Presidential

appointment of Jon Granat (R), Micheal Genger (R) and Bruce Snyder (R) to the Redevelopment

Commission with their terms expiring 12/31/09.

Bollinger also named liaisons Granat Police Dept; Babcock Public Works, Genger Fire Dept, Martin

Park Dept and Bollinger Town Hall.

Babcock noted that the Town needs its own Engineer and would like the council to write a job description
for that position.

Granat noted that he would like to see a Porter resident on the PCCRVC.  They agreed by consensus to 

table until next meeting.

Dated this ______ day of January, 2009.

_______________________________

___________________________

Michele Bollinger, President



Jon Granat, Vice President

_______________________________

____________________________

David Babcock




Micheal Genger

_______________________________
ATTEST:___________________________

Todd Martin





Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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