TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JANUARY 12, 2010

President Michele Bollinger called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Council members Vice President Jon Granat, David Babcock and Todd Martin, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood, Director of Engineers and Economic Development Director Matt Keiser and Superintendent James Miller.  Council member Micheal Genger and    

Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer were absent.

MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the December 22, 2009 minutes as written and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to approve the claims of $102,733.79 and $17,783.74 as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked Council to approve a write-off of $224.37 for account #20880.01 for sewer billing.  They were billed incorrectly.  Granat made a motion to write off the above amount and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.

ATTORNEY REPORT

None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Spanier asked Council permission to purchase a truck as soon as possible that will be used for the K9 dog; the total cost of the truck is $41,400.60 to be taken out of the CCD Fund.  He explained that it is recommended that the dog be trained in the vehicle that it will be riding.  Spanier also asked permission to buy a squad car for $32,963.16 also out of the CCD Fund which will not be delivered before June.  Martin made a motion to purchase the truck and squad car out of the CCD Fund for a total of $74,363.76 and not have delivery of the squad car until after June and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Chief Craig reminded landlords that the smoke detector compliance forms must be completed by January 31st or they can be fined.  The forms are available at the Town Hall and at the Fire station.  The completed form must be turned in at the fire station only.  Craig also thanked the Council for the new truck and equipment.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

None

DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERS REPORT

Keiser reminded everyone that the BZA meeting will start at 6:30pm beginning in 2010 and the Plan Commission will start at 7:30pm or after the BZA meeting, whichever is later.

FIRE STATION GRANT

Keiser noted that he had not been notified but the Town of Porter is not listed on the successful awards page of the FY 2010 ARRA Fire Station grant recipients.  Keiser said he contacted the administrator and was informed that there will be a secondary award, however, no other details were provided.

PARK DEPARTMENT

None

BUILDING COMMISSIONER

Elwood presented 87 new contractors for Council approval.  Martin made a motion to accept the contractors and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Presentation of RDA

Mr. William Hanna, Executive director of the Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority, stated that the RDA is the only one of its kind in the state and was created in September 2005 joining Porter and Lake counties and the cities of East Chicago, Gary and Hammond in a unique partnership with each committing $3.5 million annually to fund the RDA plus the state also contributes money.  The RDA was created with jurisdiction in 5 areas the Gary/Chicago Airport, extension of the South Shore line and increasing its capacity, Lake Michigan shoreline development/redevelopment, the Regional Bus Authority and general economic development.  He noted that last year the Town of Porter was awarded $1.8 million for its Gateway to the Dunes on Indiana 49/US20 corridor. Also, the success of the Portage Lakefront and Riverwalk Park and the $3.5 million toward the purchase of 14 new South Shore train cars. Hanna stated this is an example of how working together benefits the entire area.  Its all about regionalism, we can touch a lot of areas that couldn’t be touched without an organization like the RDA and that means more jobs, better quality of life, increasing assessed values and lowering taxes.  Hanna noted that the RDA is intended to take a collaborative, regional approach in addressing important projects and partnerships that otherwise would stall without action occurring.  With competition stiff and money tight, Northwest Indiana needs the RDA to stay viable and become one regional community instead of isolated islands.

Hanna also noted that Porter County is attempting to withdraw from the RDA and a court hearing is scheduled January 26 in Jasper County.  He said some Porter County officials contend that Porter County is not getting enough bang for its buck.  Hanna also stated that the RDA has invested more in Porter County than the county has invested.  He said it is unfortunate that the Porter County’s appointment to the 7 member Board has been recalled and now there is no input on their behalf.  He said it is a disadvantage not to have a voice speaking for Porter County.  Bollinger thanked Mr. Hanna for believing in our town.  

RESOLUTION 2010-01 Support of the RDA

Hanna said that this Resolution does not have anything to do with the pending lawsuit and does not mean anyone is taking sides in the dispute.  Martin made a motion to number and read by title only and to adopt Resolution 2010-01 and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

ORDINANCE 2010-01 Additional appropriation for Marina Grant Money for $15,000.

Martin made a motion to number and read by title only Ordinance 2010-01 and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Martin made a motion to suspend the rules and have 2nd reading and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Martin made a motion to have final reading by title only and adoption of Ordinance 2010-01 and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPOINTMENT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS AND LIAISIONS

Martin made a motion to appoint the following department heads and liaisons:

Police Chief – James Spanier, liaison Jon Granat

Fire Chief- Lewis Craig, liaison Mike Genger

Public Works Director- Brenda Brueckheimer, liaison Dave Babcock

Park Superintendent- James Miller, liaison Jon Granat

And Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPOINTMENT OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Martin made a motion to appoint the following to Boards and Commissions

Matt Keiser- Plan Commission

Michele Bollinger- Plan Commission

Art Elwood- Plan Commission

Bob Maletta- Police Commission

Al Raffin- Redevelopment Commission

Trevin Fowler- Redevelopment Commission

William Cantrell- Stormwater Board 

Granat made a motion to approve all above appointments with an exception of naming Joe Wagner to the Police Commission and Babcock made the second.  Vote 2-2 with Granat and Babcock voting yes and Martin and Bollinger voting no.  Granat then made a motion voting for all Boards and Commission excluding the appointment of the Police Commission and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Granat made a motion of nominating Joe Wagner to the Police Commission and Babcock made the second.  Vote was 2-2 with Babcock and Granat voting yes and Martin and Bollinger voting no.  Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer, was asked to cast a vote and she voted yes breaking the tie with a favorable vote for Joe Wagner to Police Commission.  Vote 3-2.

PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Bollinger named the following 

Henry Huyser- BZA

John Kremke- BZA

Patricia Raffin- Park Board

Jim Eriksson- Plan Commission

Greg Stinson- Plan Commission

Mike Genger- Redevelopment Commission

Bruce Snyder- Redevelopment Commission

Jon Granat- Redevelopment Commission

APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANTS

Granat made a motion to accept the following consultants on the condition of receiving an acceptable contract and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0

Patrick Lyp- Attorney

Jim Mandon- Town Planner

Karl Cender- Financial Advisor

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Granat stated that residents can go to http://www.townof porter.com then click on Police Department to find recent crimes in the area.

Babcock thanked all department heads for doing a good job this year.

Keiser reminded everyone that it was Art Elwood’s birthday and everyone sang to Art. 

Granat made a motion to adjourn and Martin made the second.  Vote 4-0.
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