TOWN COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING

INTERVIEWS FOR BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

JANUARY 9, 2009

President Jon Granat called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Also present were Vice President Michele Bollinger, Council members Micheal Genger, David Babcock

and Todd Martin and Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy.

Granat thanked all applicants for applying for the open seats on various Boards.  Granat advised that each

person could speak for 3 minutes of their qualifications and why they wanted to be on certain Boards.  The following is a list of applicants that applied:

BZA-

Elka Nelson D stated that she has a background in real estate law in Chicago, and can interpret laws and ordinances and is able to evaluate information to make decisions.  She is currently on the Porter Beach

Overlay Committee.

PARK BOARD:

Joseph Kropel R stated that he is a retired Police Officer of the Chicago Police Dept. and had served 36

years plus served 26 years in the US Air Force.  He stated that he would prefer to be on the Police Commission but would accept the Park Board.  He noted that since he is retired he has the time to devote to the Town of Porter.

Daniel Colbert R said he has been a resident of Porter for 8 years and lives by Porter Cove Park.  He has

had experience working on Executive Boards of homeowners groups and civic clubs.  He said that one of his goals is expanding Park programs giving residents more of an opportunity to do things in Town.

Jessie Campaniello R has lived in the Town for 15 years and has been active on boards for the school PTO

and is also a Girl Scout Leader.  She would like to see more support from the community and feels that the Park

Programs are great.

Jeannine Virtue R noted that she has been on the Park Board for 4 months filling a vacated seat.  She has

lived here for 21 years by Porter Park.  She feels that one of the biggest issues is the Park budget knowing that

the circuit breaker means cuts in their budget.  One of her goals is keeping the Park afloat and is glad that that drainage issues at Porter Cove Park will be taken care of so that a ball field can be built.

POLICE COMMISSION:

Sandi Snyder R stated that she has been a resident for 10 years.  She said that she feels the position should

be filled with an independent thinker of good moral character.  She feels her experience on the Town Council

for 4 years plus serving on the Plan Commission and liaison to the Park Board has proven that she has the

ability to serve on the Police Commission.  She has no plans right now just wants to help the department run

more efficiently.

Joseph Wagner D stated that he was raised in Porter and has moved back.  He is the owner of Joe’s

Towing and has worked with Police Department for over 25 years and has helped raise money to support

Police and Fire Departments.  He served on the Police Commission of Chesterton.  He feels working together

is the key and wants to keep the Officers and community safe.  His goal is to do whatever it takes to step up to

the plate.

Brian Marx D has lived in Porter for 13 years and is a supervisor for 46 employees so he knows about personnel.  He vowed to represent the Town and make the best decisions he can.

Rita Newman R noted that she was born and raised here and then moved to Chicago.  While in Chicago she worked with Police in a crime prevention program and feels that could also be duplicated in Porter.  She also

was involved with school boards and neighborhood Councils.  She also stated that she is currently the Police Commission Secretary.

Jennifer Klug D said she was born in Porter and has lived here for 20 years.  She feels the Police department should be run fairly and impartially according to the law.  She feels it is important to apply for grants and to keep up with technology.  She endorses a neighborhood watch program and wants to help make a wonderful police department even better.

Joseph Kropel R see above Park Department

Linda Hodges R has lived here most of her adult life.  She noted that she has served on the Police

Commission for 11 years under Democrats and Republicans.  She is currently on the Police Commission and

is proud to be involved in getting a red light at the corner of Waverly Road and Highway 20. She stated that

she is very passionate about things she is involved in or otherwise wouldn’t be involved.  She said that has

helped write ordinances and the handbook for Dispatchers.  One of her goals is to start a neighborhood watch program.

Genger asked all applicants if they would support the Town Administration and whether they would treat Department Heads and others in a respectful and professional manner.  Basically all agreed Snyder also noted

that it is important to back the Council but there may be legitimate disagreements which is good for discussion.

Klug yes as long as it doesn’t exert undue influence.  Hodges noted that she respects the council but that doesn’t mean she won’t argue a point.

Babcock asked that applicants that aren’t chosen to attend meetings and get involved in local government and

also noted that he would like to give everyone a job.

Bollinger asked each applicant how they voted in the last primary because that determines their party affiliation.

At the conclusion of all interviews Granat asked the applicants how they felt about an open interview for all to hear.  All responded that they liked the idea and felt everyone had an equal chance.

Genger made a motion to adjourn and Bollinger made the second.   Vote 5-0.

Dated this ______ day of January, 2009.
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