TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

JUNE 10, 2008

William F. Sexton called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Vice President Jon Granat and Council members Michele Bollinger, Micheal Genger and David Babcock.  Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewis Craig, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park Superintendent James Miller.  Absent was Building Commissioner Arthur Elwood.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Babcock made a motion to accept the minutes as written and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 4-0 as Genger was absent for that meeting.

CONSIDERATION OF CLAIMS

Granat made a motion to accept the claims as presented and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Shirley McCarthy 328 Rankin Street asked the Council if a noise ordinance could be enforced on Rankin Street where a neighbor’s car alarm activates at all hours of the day and night  Chief Spanier will investigate.

Charlie Wilson of the Village Tavern asked the Council permission to have the Fundraiser for the Fire Department that he has every year which will be on July 26th and Lincoln Street will be closed from Wagner Road to Pleasant Street, the Council agreed.  Wilson also noted that the Village Tavern is having a beer garden party on his deck on July 3rd.  Sexton asked Wilson if it is going to be on his property only which Wilson answered yes.  No permit is required then.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked the Council, and presented a resolution, to lend $16,400 to Debt/Lease from the Rainy Day Fund since there is not enough money to pay the loan for the Police Station.  This money will be paid back when the Town receives money from the County.  Babcock made a motion to number and read by title only Resolution 2008-04.  Babcock also made a motion to accept Resolution 2008-04 and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.
ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp advised the Council that there is no need to do a Storm Water Ordinance to charge money to bill for vacant parcels since one is already in place.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Spanier asked the Council about having business’s fill out a yearly registration form listing owners of the business and owners of the building and other pertinent information in case there is an emergency after hours.  Spanier and Fire Chief Craig feel this would be very helpful.  Bollinger asked if it could just be voluntarily which Spanier replied that most would not do unless made to do by fining them if not done by a specific date.  The Council agreed to put on next agenda.
Spanier asked the Council if the Friends of Porter needs to fill out an assemblage permit for the parade for the celebration of the Town’s 150th birthday.  Council agreed no because the Town is also sponsoring the parade and the insurance will also be waived for the Friends of Porter.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Craig thanked Westchester Township for a donation of a new air station that is used to fill portable tanks.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer commended resident Mary Petre and her family for volunteering to clean up trash along the Town’s roadsides.  Brueckheimer noted that they have already filled 14 garbage bags.  She said that she had given them snacks and drinks.  Genger suggested that the Council should do a more formal thank-you which all agreed.
Brueckheimer said she has hired summer help and they are cleaning Lincoln Street for the celebration.

PARK DEPARTMENT

Superintendent Miller said that the summer park program will start on June 11th and run thru July 22.  The time is from 9:00am until Noon.  The program is for children ages 5-10.  Miller noted that he re-hired Jill Bucy as Director which she has done for many years.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Pomeroy said there are 7 new contractors and all their paper work is in hand.  Babcock made a motion to accept the 7 new contractors and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS
ORDINANCE 2008-10 Amending Salary Ordinance 2007-16
Bollinger made a motion to number and read by title only the Ordinance that increases the pay for Building Inspector and Electrical Inspector to $5,100.00 each per year.  Vote 5-0.  Genger made a motion to suspend the rules and have 2nd reading by title only and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Bollinger made a motion to have final reading and to adopt with Babcock making the second.  Vote 5-0.

TRUCK ROUTE

Sexton asked the Council to consider changing the designated truck route that goes from Wagner Road and then down Lincoln Street, the downtown business area, to change to Waverly Road instead of Wagner.  Sexton stated that he has the Town Engineer studying the change.  Babcock said he has asked Lorraine Bell, owner of trucking company, to check into turning at intersections. Spanier suggested that the Council check with the Town of Chesterton since Waverly goes into Chesterton. Granat said that the Town will need to get approval from the County since they maintain the Bridge over Hwy 94.  Sexton noted that Waverly Road was the truck route many years ago but the integrity of the bridge was questioned but the bridge has been upgraded since then.  Resident Jennifer Klug recalled questions about the road bed.  Resident Karen Pisowicz thought that Waverly Road is too narrow and Sexton said that the Town would have to do some improvements before making it a truck route.  The Council agreed to put on next agenda for further discussion.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Granat asked if the billing for sewer, trash and storm water was coming back to the Town and how to go about doing this.  Attorney Lyp said that there is a termination clause in the contract and that either party has to give 60 days notice in writing. Lyp also noted that there is a fee for breaking the contract but it would be pro-rated.  He strongly suggested that the billing be in place and ready to go before severing ties with Indian American Water Company.  The Council asked Pomeroy roughly how much it would cost to get the software and hardware in place.  Pomeroy said around $25,000 to $30,000.  They advised her to have a report ready by next meeting.
Granat asked the Council why there were only 3 agents submitting quotes for the Town’s health insurance.

At a cost of roughly $300,000 he felt the Town should advertise and get as many quotes as possible.  Sexton asked do you know how much time is involved going over a lot of quotes, it is very time consuming.  Bollinger noted that the insurance agent now, Steve Brady, has all the medical facts on the employees.  She feels it would be a waste of time and productivity of the employees having to fill out many insurance forms.  She also said that Brady will be submitting to 10 insurance companies.  She said that United Healthcare is only raising the premium by 6.5% and the first year Brady saved the Town around $180,000.  Sexton said that the last Council fine tuned the health insurance and doubts if any company can beat United Healthcare.
Babcock agreed with Granat to get as many quotes as possible.  Sexton asked do you want to advertise and Granat and Babcock replied yes and Genger, Bollinger and Sexton said no.  Babcock said maybe the Town needs to look into different deductibles and employees only paying $1.00.  Sexton asked Spanier how the Police Department felt about the insurance.  He responded that they (police officers) would like better insurance at the best price.  He also noted that the officers did not have any complaints about the agent Steve Brady.  He said that the officers would get confused when they would get a reimbursement because the check would not be itemized.  Brueckheimer also noted confusion for her department.  Brueckheimer and Spanier agreed that the Town needs the best insurance for the best price.  Granat then stated that if the employees are unhappy with the coverage they maybe that is more reason to shop around.  The Council agreed to do a survey of the employees for next meeting.  Sexton advised Pomeroy to advertise that the Town would be accepting health insurance quotes.
Genger made a motion to adjourn and Granat made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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