
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

MAY 13, 2008

President William F. Sexton called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Vice President Jon Granat and Council members Michele  Bollinger, David Babcock and Micheal Genger.  Also present were Attorney Patrick Lyp, Town Engineer Warren Thiede, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewis Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park Superintendent James Miller and pro-temp Sue Huyser. Clerk Treasurer, Carol Pomeroy was absent.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Dave Babcock made a motion to approve the minutes as written with Michelle Bollinger making the second.  Vote 5-0.  Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF CLAIMS:

Mike Genger made a motion to approve the claims as presented in the amount of $113,208.98 with Michelle Bollinger making the second.  Vote 5-0.  Motion carried.
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

None
ATTORNEY REPORT

No non-agenda items.
POLICE DEPARTMENT:

Police Chief Spanier reported they have gotten the contract back for accident reports.  He also asked permission to spend left over CEDIT monies from 2007 as well as a portion of the CEDIT money budgeted for 2009 to purchase in car cameras, and e-ticket software.     
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Lewis visited the Westchester Township Advisory Board. They have given the Porter Vol. Fire Dept $15,400.00 to upgrade dept radios, pagers and the SVC fill station.  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brenda Brueckheimer reported the Porter Ave lift station needs to have 2 pumps either replaced or epoxy coated.  She recommended epoxy coating the pump as the 2 pumps will need to be upgraded soon and felt it would be a better to epoxy the pump and gain 3 to 4 more years from the pump.  Brenda stated it would cost approximately $4,000.00 per pump to replace and $2,400.00 per pump to epoxy. Brenda suggested doing the worst pump right now to save money.  Bill Sexton pointed out the pumps are from 1962 to 1967 and suggested epoxy coating both might be the most economical way right now, compared to overflows, vac trucks, etc.  Approved by consensus.  
Brenda also reported the Bailey pump station needs the check ball and valves changed.  The cost to outsource this would cost approximately $4,400.00.  She found the materials needed to change them in house would cost $2,500.00 and would like to change the parts using Public Works personnel to complete the job as a training experience.  Approved by consensus.   
The guard rails for Old Porter Road have been ordered at cost of $579.00.  Public Works should be receiving them in the next 2 weeks.

Brenda also stated the bid for handicapped accessible sidewalks at Porter Cove came back at $6,250.00.  Bill Sexton advised Brenda to verify the town of Porter owns the sidewalks prior to doing the work.  

Brenda supplied Council with the list of paving projects and sidewalk projects.  Dave Babcock commented that he was interested in getting the paving done right away stating we have some bad roads.  He feels we should fix the roads before the sidewalks.
TOWN ENGINEER

Warren Thiede reported the Oak Hill Pump Station was complete but has not received as-built drawings of the pump station.  Haas & Assoc. could supply the town with drawings and will deduct the cost to create the drawings from the retainer withheld from the project.  He also gave the council members a copy of an invoice requesting the Town pay $28,391.22 on the Oak Hill Improvement. Prior to voting Dave Babcock asked Public Works Director, Brenda Brueckheimer if she was happy with the project.  Brenda stated the ballards will be painted next week, and she was satisfied with the work.  Jon Granat made the motion to pay the invoice, Mike Genger seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0.  Motion carried.

Warren also presented the council with a draft of the revised compliance plan, asking the council to review it before it is submitted to IDEM.  He would like feedback on the bold, italicized sections are optional and wants to know if council wants that included or removed from the compliance plan.   

PARK DEPARTMENT
Park Superintendant Jim Miller stated the Arts & Crafts Program will be starting in a month and the park is in need of a refrigerator.  The park will accept a used refrigerator in good working condition.  Audience member Elka Nelson donated a refrigerator to the park dept.  Miller also commented on a great job done by Rebuild Together at Hawthorne Park and thanked all individuals who volunteered on this project.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Elwood asked for a motion to approve the contractors and Dave Babcock made the motion and Michelle Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0.  Motion carried.  He also commented on a great job done by Rebuild Together with special attention to 23rd & Porter stating it was a great improvement to the neighborhood.   Elwood also asked for approval to start the process for condemning property located on Glacier Trail.  One building is inhabitable due to a hole in the roof.  A few other buildings are being lived in on and off.  Elwood stated animals could get into the property causing a fire hazard if the animals chew on electrical wiring.  The property owner asked for 30 days to rectify the situation Art gave him 60 days but will start the process.

Dave Babcock commented on the building department report letting residents know that Art Elwood will be canvassing homes for proper address identification for emergency responders and checking for sump pump water draining into the sewer system to identify how severe the problems are.

Attorney Patrick Lyp commented the Porter County Health Department works with the Town of Porter to condemn property.  If the property poses a danger to children or the general public a court order can be obtained to demolish the buildings.  There is an up front cost to the Town for demolition but can be recovered by a property lien.  If there is a mortgage on the property, the banks try to protect their investment and can hinder progress.    
OLD BUSINESS

Mark Zaranski – sewer connection on Oak Hill Road:
 Council President, Bill Sexton informed Mr. Zaranski the Town received a letter from Chesterton Utility authorizing him to connect to the Porter Sewers.  Mr. Sexton advised Mr. Zaranski contact Building Commissioner, Art Elwood.    Mr. Zaranski thanked the council for their help, even though it took 14 months.  Mr. Sexton thanked Mr. Zaranski for his patience.
TAC Resolution:
Council President, Bill Sexton clarified there is an ordinance regarding the TAC.  The TAC resolution is referring to the Porter Beach Committee.  Mike Genger and Dave Babcock will be council representatives, Town Engineer, Warren Thiede of Haas & Assoc., Town Planner, Jim Mandon, and 3 Porter Beach residents will serve on the committee.  Audience member Elka Nelson informed the council there are 4 interested Porter Beach residents interested.  Bill suggested the Porter Beach residents decide which 3 will be on the committee.  Patrick Lyp will draw everything up for the next council meeting.  Patrick Lyp also reminded everyone this will be an open meeting so all Porter residents could attend.
Indiana Citizens Planning Guidelines:
Council tabled the discussion to accept the ICPG as a reference for BZA and Plan Commission members.  Council will solicit comments from Town Planner Jim Mandon and further discuss the ICPG at the next meeting.  Agreed by consensus.
NEW BUSINESS

Splash Down Dunes:

Building Commissioner, Art Elwood has received complaints from adjacent property owners regarding the water runoff from Splash Down Dunes parking lot west of Waverly.  Elwood requested 2 months ago that silt fencing be erected.  Elwood spoke with Childress Friday May 9th and was told the silt fence was up.  Art had been there 1 hour earlier and did not see the silt fence. Art went back to the site and found no silt fence had been erected.  Atty Patrick Lyp said the next step is to cause compliance with a court order to install the silt fence.  From comments made the owner does not intend to comply.  Mike Genger noted the owner has pushed the Town to the next step by causing the problems of sanitary infiltration up to the Triangle Pump Station.  Bill Sexton added there is a fine of $2,500.00 per instance per day for non-compliance.  Mike Genger made the motion for the Town to proceed with the next step with Jon Granat seconding the motion.  Vote 5-0. Motion carried.  
Stormwater amending ordinance 2005-10:

Council Vice President and Stormwater Board member, Jon Granat asked council for permission to amend ordinance 2005-10 at the next meeting to include stormwater charges for vacant parcels and industrial/business properties based on a study done by Haas & Assoc.  Town Atty, Patrick Lyp will draw up a resolution for this change to be approved by the Stormwater Board Members and Town Council at the next meeting.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Dave Babcock suggested putting the Town Financial Consultant, Karl Cender on the agenda for the next meeting.  Cender should have a preliminary report on how the Town is going to pay for the IDEM required upgrades to the Town sewer system.
Jon Granat made a motion to adjourn at 8:05pm and Mike Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
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