TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES
MAY 27, 2008

President William F. Sexton called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Council members also present were Vice President Jon Grant, Michele Bollinger and David Babcock.  Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park Superintendent James Miller.  Absent were Council member Micheal Genger and Fire Chief Lewie Craig.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Grant made a motion to approve minutes as written with Babcock making the second.  Vote 4-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Babcock made a motion to approve $203,263.07 and Sewer Claims for $102,047.99 as presented with Bollinger making the second.  Vote 4-0.
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Jennifer Klug 302 Lincoln Street read a letter questioning Council members Sexton, Genger and Bollinger if they are spending Town’s money carefully since they are receiving health insurance for themselves and their families even though IC code permits them to do so.  See attached letter.

CLERK TREASURER
Nothing to report

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp advised the Council to pay a Work Force Unemployment claim in the amount of $528.50, even though initially he (Lyp) advised the Clerk Treasurer not to pay this claim, and then petition for a refund.  If the claim is not paid interest will keep mounting.  Lyp has been in contact with their Director Julia Dougherty for a few months trying to get this claim reversed.  Granat asked Lyp if there is a guarantee for getting a refund and he stated no.  The Council by consensus agreed this claim should be paid and petitioned for a refund.  Lyp stated that he would write the letter for the refund.
POLICE REPORT

Spanier stated that he received an insurance check in the amount of $3,318.50 for lightening damage to radio equipment and asked the Council to approve to put this check back into the radio line item since he had to pay for it when the work was done.  Granat made a motion authorizing the Clerk Treasurer to enter the insurance check back to the radio line item with Babcock making the second.  Vote 4-0.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
Brueckheimer thanked the Park Department for giving them a “0” radius lawn mower, she has replaced parts and it is running fine.  She also thanked Elka Nelson of Porter Beach for donating a refrigerator.

Brueckheimer also stated that the sidewalks in Porter Cove are in Town’s easement and she will be installing handicap ramps that were omitted when the subdivision was built.  The Council agreed by consensus.  Warren Thiede of Haas & Associates asked the Council if they had reviewed the Compliance Plan for IDEM and if there were any changes before he mailed it.  Babcock felt that the Town should eliminate some items from the report and only state the minimum that IDEM is requiring.  The reason being that they can add the optional projects later when money is available rather than listing additional projects with a deadline and then getting fined for not doing them.     Granat asked Thiede if they could add the optional projects at a later date which he replied yes.  Granat felt this was the best option since there would not be a deadline on those additional projects.  Sexton noted that IDEM is looking for a good faith effort.  As long as the Town is making the improvements they (IDEM) will give the Town more time.  Bollinger asked Thiede if the optional projects are included in the Compliance Plan would they have to be done by the deadline that is shown, which Thiede also answered yes.  Babcock made a motion to eliminate the scanner base system, the installation of a remote SCADA sensor system, creating a metering station in Indian Trails and a total rehabilitation of the Porter Avenue pump station and Granat made the second.  Vote 4-0.
PARK REPORT

Nothing

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood asked council to approve 12 new contractors which Bollinger made a motion to accept the 12 new contractors and Babcock made the second.  Vote 4-0.

Elwood also stated that he is working with Mr. Childress of Dunes Hollow with the silt fence and talks are progressing.  Lyp said he would not file a suit against Childress since he is complying.
OLD BUSINESS

Indiana Citizens Planning Guidelines.  Lyp advised the Council that by consensus they could tell the BZA, Planning Commission, Town Planner James Mandon and Attorney Lyp to use the above guidelines when dealing with planning issues.  Bollinger asked Sexton if a hard copy would be provided to each member which he stated that they could get it online at http://www.indianaplanning.org/citizens.htm.  By consensus the Council agreed.
Porter Beach Overlay Committee.  Resolution 2008-03.  Sexton noted that they had received 4 citizens requests to be on this committee and that the Council will accept the first 3 requests.  The citizens would be Jamie Hogan, Elka Nelson and Jerry Sadock from Porter Beach, the Council members would be Babcock and Genger and would also include Town Planner James Mandon and Attorney Lyp.  With that said Babcock made a motion to read by title only Resolution 2009-03 which includes the above names and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 4-0.  Sexton said that this committee would follow Indiana Open Door Policy that the residents could attend and their meetings would be advertised and minutes would be kept, and when they were finished with the overlay they would give a written recommendation to the Council.
NEW BUSINESS

Signature Graphics Tax Abatement.  
Sexton said that Signature Graphics has complied with filing of the CF1 form for their tax abatement that was granted in 2000.  Bollinger made a motion to accept their CF1 report with Granat making the second.  Vote 4-0.

Temporary appointment to Planning Commission.

Sexton asked the Council’s pleasure for appointing a temporary Democratic member to the Planning Commission for the sole purpose of the pending Hunter’s Glen primary plat approval for building 8 houses on the West side of Hunter’s Glen.  The purpose of this appointment is because Plan Commission Greg Stinson has recused himself because his property abuts this new road and he would like to remonstrate.
Babcock felt it was not necessary, Granat felt no because they would not be up to speed on this issue, Bollinger felt someone should be appointed but felt it would delay too much for someone to get caught up, and Sexton felt he could go either way.  Lyp felt that having 6 of the 7 Commissioners was appropriate but if it got down to 5 members that the petitioner would have a difficult time receiving the necessary 4 votes for final action.  By consensus the Council agreed not to appoint a temporary member.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Granat asked Lyp if he had the revised Storm Water Ordinance ready.  Lyp said he would have at next meeting.

Gary Cutter of Indiana Avenue stated that the Golf outing for the 150th celebration was a huge success and reminded the Council that the next fundraiser was the RailCats game on June 7th and the next sesquiecenntial meeting is on June 2nd at the Porter Library.

Bollinger made a motion to adjourn and Granat made the second.
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