TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES

APRIL 22, 2008

President William F. Sexton called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Vice President Jon Granat and Council members Michele  Bollinger, David Babcock and Micheal Genger.  Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Attorney Patrick Lyp, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Lewie Craig, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park Superintendent James Miller.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Genger made a motion to approve the minutes as written with Granat making the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS:

Granat made a motion to approve the claims as presented in the amounts of $176,192.42 and $99,645.44 with Genger making the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR:

None

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy reported that James Kopp, Auditor of Porter County, called and said that we should get our 2007 settlement for the Town and Redevelopment.

ATTORNEY REPORT

Lyp stated to the Council that he has sent a letter to the resident on Indiana Street  that they need to resolve the issue of removing their dog by April 30, 2008.  He also noted that he has contacted Chesterton Attorney about the overflow issue and has not heard from him yet.
POLICE DEPARTMENT:

None

FIRE DEPARTMENT

None

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Brueckheimer reported that there was one overflow this month of about 500 gallons on April 11, 2008.

The Street Department has been out  picking up leaves and chipping.  She asked residents to call and leave their name and number so that they can be placed on a schedule.  Brueckheimer also asked residents to drop off old newspapers between the hours of 7:30 to 3:30. Brueckheimer also asked the residents to bag their grass clippings and Allied will pick them up, or they can also bring them to the Public Works office.  She also asked the residents to report any pot holes so they can be fixed.  Brueckheimer also gave an update on the 150th celebration.  She noted that there is a golf outing on May 19th, a Railcats fundraiser on June 7th and a rummage sale at the Public Works Bld. on May 3rd & 4th.  She also asked the Council to volunteer too sit in the dunk tank on July 5th and 6th.
PARK DEPARTMENT
Miller reported that he has received a few responses for input for the 5 year plan.  He thanked Zathoe Sexton for donating $430 to buy 3 Hawthorne trees.  Miller also told the Council that the Park has received a grant in the amount of $5,000 from Nisource to restore the wetlands at Hawthorne Park.  Miller also noted that he needs volunteers to plant these flowers.
BUILDING DEPARTMENT

Elwood asked for a motion to approve the 7 new contractors and Bollinger made the motion and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.  He also provided a list of cars that have been tagged or towed since November to present (which is attached).  He thanked Bill Lewis, Brueckheimer and the Police helping in this endeavor.  Elwood also told the Council that Re-Building Together is doing repairs on a house on 23rd Street this weekend and asked that they waive the permit and fees for this event.  The Council by consensus agreed unanimously.  
OLD BUSINESS

Accident Report Agreement:
 Lyp stated that he reviewed the agreement and everything was fine.  Granat made a motion to sign the contract and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

GPS agreement:
 Brueckheimer feels that this agreement is vital for the sanitary sewers and MS4 improvements.  This will plot, map and record in digital form the precise location of manholes, outfalls, lines and pipes.  The Council by consensus agreed because of the leaves on trees to wait until Fall.
NEW BUSINESS

Porter Beach Overlay Committee:

Sexton noted that he felt there should be 2 Council members, 3 Porter Beach residents and the Town Planner James Mandon and Engineer Warren Thiede.  Babcock and Genger volunteered to serve on this committee.  Sexton advised that the residents should submit a letter of interest to the Council.
Jamie Hogan of Duneland she has historical files and will email to Babcock and Genger.

Westchester Township Fire Contract:

Sexton said the contract is in the amount of $7,938 from Westchester Township.  This number represents 20.8% that Porter has responded to.  Sexton asked Lewie if this was an adequate amount.  Craig responded yes and over the period of 1992-2007 Westchester has given the Fire Dept. $233,533.78 above and beyond the contract amount.  Granat made a motion to accept the contract and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Sexton advised the Boards, Commissions and Council members to read a manual written by Indiana

Citizens Planning Association.  This manual covers the proceedings of municipal planning and zoning.

He also noted that the Plan and BZA should adopt manual.  Sexton stated that the after reading this manual he has concluded that the Council needs to make some changes with the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  Sexton said he would have a resolution soon to address this issue.  Sexton said that other communities open their TAC meetings to the public, have agendas and keep minutes.  Babcock stated that TAC is not governed by the Open Door Law because they make no decisions, they are an advisory board.  He said that the Plan Commission and the BZA are relying on them and they should not.  Jennifer Klug of Lincoln Street disagreed with them that TAC is governed by the Open Door Policy.  In conclusion, the Council agreed to notify the papers of meetings and keep minutes.
Sexton noted that he had a compliant from a resident regarding Porter Beach Parking passes.  The resident has a company car with Indiana plates but the mailing address says Illinois.  He advised Pomeroy that since the resident has a valid drivers license that says Porter and has an Indiana license plates to charge $30 not the $75 for out of state.

Granat says he has a report from Haas and Assoc that outlines a master plan of Stormwater drainage issues.  He would leave in Council chambers for review.

Bollinger made a motion to adjourn at 8:00pm and Genger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Dated this ______ day of May, 2008.

_______________________________

___________________________

William F. Sexton, President


Jon Granat, Vice President

_______________________________

___________________________

Michelle Bollinger




David Babcock

_______________________________

Micheal Genger

ATTEST:_____________________________

     Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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