PORTER TOWN COUNCIL

JULY 8, 2008

President William F. Sexton called the meeting to order by leading the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Also present were Jon Granat, Vice President and Council members Michele Bollinger, David Babcock and Micheal Genger, Clerk Treasurer Carol Pomeroy, Police Chief James Spanier, Building Commissioner Art Elwood, Public Works Director Brenda Brueckheimer and Park Superintendent James Miller.  Absent were the Attorney Patrick Lyp and Fire Chief Lewie Craig.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Granat made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Bollinger made the second.  Vote 5-0.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

Genger made a motion to approve the claims as presented and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Rita Newman, Treasurer of the  Sesquicentennial Committee, reported that she has $1,992.71 left but there are outstanding bills to be paid and $500 was donated for next years celebration by Scott Industries.  
Newman also presented Brenda Brueckheimer with a trophy and the honor of Citizen of the Year 2008

for doing such a wonderful job organizing and running all committees for the 150th celebration.  Sexton also gave Brueckheimer a plaque of appreciation and a gift certificate, from the Council, for her contributions to the Town for the celebration.
Jennifer Klug, 302 Lincoln Street asked the Council to make draft ordinances available to the audience 

when the Council is discussing and maybe adopting an ordinance, since the Council only reads the ordinance by title only.  Sexton stated that some ordinances are very long and feels the audience would be bored sitting through the entire reading plus most are amended or changed and would be costly to provide them.  When the ordinance is adopted they are available.

Nancy Hiatt of the Porter Cove Homeowners Association, stated that she has been to Chesterton Town Council and then to Chesterton Park Board and now to Porter Town Council over a drainage issue from Chesterton’s Bike Trail that is flooding about 10 residents from Porter Cove.  The Council told her she needs to go to the Porter Storm Water Board.  Babcock noted that he has seen the area and it appears that area is overgrown and not maintained.  Hiatt has been reassured that Chesterton and Porter will work together to get this issue resolved.
Elwood, Building Commissioner, asked Hiatt to inform the residents of Porter Cove that large size inflatable swimming pools that are over 24 inches in depth that they must be fenced in with a 4 foot fence.  The pools are not always supervised and are easily accessible to young children with possibly tragic results.

Karen Pisowicz, McDashiwicz Drive,  thanked Sexton for the fireworks display over the holidays.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT

Pomeroy asked the Council to set a workshop date for the 2009 budget with the consensus of the council for Department Heads to increase their budgets by 5%.  The Council set July 16th at 6:00pm for the workshop.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Chief Spanier thanked all residents for being considerate of other residents over the 4th of July.  He noted that there were very few complaints.  Spanier also reminded residents to call the police if they think anything is suspicious, do not wait until the next day to call.
FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Nothing, Chief Craig is on vacation.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

Brueckheimer reported that the MS4 compliance plan has been accepted by IDEM.  The Town has 1 5year plan in place for repairing the sewers.  She will provide a spreadsheet at next meeting.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT

Miller thanked the Redevelopment Commission for up-grading the electricity at Hawthorne Park.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Elwood presented 11 new contractors which Bollinger made a motion to approve and Babcock made the second.  Vote 5-0.

Elwood also reminded contractors and residents that they can get all building permits and licenses on the Town of Porter’s website and fax them to the Town to be written.  All permits are not issued in one day for various reasons.  When the permits are ready he will call them when to pick them up and the cost of the permit.    With the high cost of gas this would be a savings to them.

OLD BUSINESS

Business Registration Ordinance.

At last meeting Attorney Lyp was instructed to make changes to the ordinance.  Lyp was absent due to a funeral and was postponed until next meeting.  Chief Spanier also noted that he was not intending to make inspections and feels that it should be omitted from the ordinance, which Council agreed to do.
Truck Route
This was also postponed until next meeting.

Erica Brandstetter request to build a deck or walkway at Porter Beach.

Brandstetter noted that she has been sent from one Board to another in trying to prevent erosion at Porter Beach by building this deck to protect her renters.  Babcock asked her if she started to build yet and she said yes and he asked if she had a permit which she replied no but when she was contacted by Elwood she stopped working.  She did not know there was an alley there and admitted that she had made a huge mistake.  Erica also noted that she is not asking for a vacation of the alley and feels by doing this deck it is safer for everyone because of the erosion.  She also noted that in the past steps were built on an alley without approval and Sexton noted that they were removed.  He stated that this is a dangerous precedent to continue to allow something that is not correct.  Sexton also noted that a Porter Beach Overlay Committee was recently formed to review matters like this and make a recommendation to the Council.  Genger said she should meet with this committee.  Babcock disagreed and stated that she should keep working with the Building Commissioner.  He feels the Porter Beach Overlay committee is not there to take care of her problem.  Granat asked when are they meeting and stated that you can’t just send her to a committee that officially has not met yet.  Genger told Erica that he would contact her when a meeting time has been set.
NEW BUSINESS

None 

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Babcock asked that Financial advisor Karl Cender attend next meeting about the sewer rates.

Sexton advised Pomeroy to give Council members a copy of a survey that he received regarding Porter County Composite Site.  Sexton also stated that the Redevelopment Commission has received a check in the amount of $4,346.62 for interest from Porter County.  The interest rate was .58%.
Dated this ______ day of July, 2008.
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