COUNCIL MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 22, 2020
Present were council members President William Lopez, Vice President David Phillips, Greg Stinson, Erik Wagner and Brian Finley, Attorney Gregg Sobkowski, Police Chief James Spanier, Fire Chief Jay Craig, Park Director Brian Bugajski, MVH Director Sarah Olson and Building Commissioner Michael Barry.  
Public Hearing- Additional Appropriation for MVH Dump Truck $150,000
Lopez opened the public hearing at 7:01 pm.  No one spoke for or against purchasing a dump truck for $150,000.  Lopez closed the meeting at 7:02pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Wagner made a motion to approve the 9-8-20 minutes and Finley made the second, vote 5-0 motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS
Phillips made a motion to approve the claims and Stinson made the second, vote 5-0, motion passed.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Gus Brown of Porter Cove thanked the council for the new park equipment.  Brown expressed concerns about speeding in the subdivision and asked police to monitor the subdivision more, to add rubber speed bumps that can be removed in winter and to fix a speed limit sign that is block by a bush.
Bonnie Corset, president of the String-A-Long Quilt Guilt, asked the council for permission to sell patterns and quilting supplies at their October and November meetings at Hawthorne Park.  She noted that this is a non-profit organization.  Phillips made a motion to allow them to sell patterns and quilting supplies at their meetings and Finley made the second, vote 5-0, motion passed.  Stinson asked the attorney, Gregg Sobkowski if there are any legal issues with letting them sell their products and he said no.
Cheryl Meier of Porter Beach presented a questionnaire to council members regarding Johnson Inn and the parking lot.  Her request is to stop parking vehicles in the parking lot.
Phillips read a letter from Ann Schreiner, Porter Beach, to share her concerns regarding the parking lot at Johnson Beach Inn.  It is her understanding that the business is not licensed and pays no fees or taxes on the income earned.  It is her hopes that attention will be paid to exploring the means to license, regulate and tax this business.
President Lopez stated that the town is limited as what can be done with traffic at the beach.

CLERK TREASURER REPORT
Pomeroy stated that at the last meeting the council approved paying $1,800 to David’s Lawn Care to remove trash and mow at 1037 Highway 20 and lien the property for the same amount.  The motion was to pay $1,800 from LIT.  Pomeroy said that all lien monies go to the sewer department when paid and asked the council for the sewer department to pay $1,800 and Porter County will reimburse the sewer department with the other liens.  Wagner made a motion to approve the sewer department to pay for the lien instead of LIT and Finley made the second, vote 5-0, motion passed.

ATTORNEY REPORT
None

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Chief Spanier stated that the Town of Porter has Halloween the same day and time as Chesterton and Chesterton has not yet decided whether to have Trick-or-Treat hours.
Regarding extra patrol in Porter Cove, he noted that using the speed trailer usually corrects the speeding problem but at this time it is being repaired.  Chief noted that residents can request extra patrols in their neighborhoods at the police website.  Chief stated that the police can’t have residents turning in license plate numbers because the police have to witness the speeding.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT
Chief Craig asked permission to sign the Porter County Mutual Aid agreement, Stinson made a motion for Chief Craig to sign the Porter County Mutual Aid Agreement and Finley made the second, vote 5-0, motion passed.
Craig issued a huge thanks to all who assisted with the fire on First Street last week.  He said that the neighbors and bystanders actually held up the roof so that they could get injured people out from under it.  A police officer also was holding a portion of roof on his back so they could escape.  Craig stated that he has never seen so much mutual aid.

PUBLIC WORKS 
[bookmark: _GoBack]MVH Director Olson stated that MVH has received an insurance check in the amount of $2,700 to replace a damaged guard rail on Old Porter Road.  Olson asked the council to approve adding $2,700 to line 201-001-235 Repair Parts, Phillips made a motion to add 2,700 to appropriation 201-001-235 Repair Parts and Stinson made the second, vote 5-0, motion passed.
PARK DEPARTMENT REPORT	
Park Director Bugajski asked council to approve a claim in the amount of $790 to Great Oak Nursery for two new Tulip trees, Finley made a motion to approve paying Great Oak Nursery $790 for two new trees and Phillips made the second, vote 5-0 motion passed.
Bugajski reminded everyone that September 23rd from 9:30 to 1:30pm the Duneland Seniors will be hosting drive-thru flu shot clinic at Hawthorne Park.  The shots will be provided by Walgreen’s.  There will also be free drive-by Covid-19 antibody testing at Hawthorne Park from 9:30 am – 12:00pm.
Bugajski reminded that Rebuilding Together will be at Hawthorne Park on October 3rd to paint two shelters and the art shelter and are needing volunteers.

BUILDING COMMISSIONER REPORT
Building Commissioner Barry said that he met with Carl Dahlin and Dahlin will be at BZA meeting on October 21st at 6:00pm.  Barry stated that he and Fire Chief Jay Craig inspected the building and he will have a report to the council later.  Barry said the gas was shut off in building.
Barry presented three new contractors, Finley made a motion to approve the three new contractors and Stinson made the second, vote 5-0 motion passed.
Barry said he has received three quotes for sidewalk repair, for leveling the sidewalks. The lowest quote was from American Concrete in the amount of $4,100.  The lowest quote for removal and replacing was also from American Concrete in the amount of $28,290.  The lowest quote for 200 feet of sidewalk at Porter Cove playground was $7,850.
Barry noted that three years ago Indiana American Water said that they would be replacing new water lines on Michigami, Arrowhead and Strongbow roads.  They will be notifying residents when this takes place.  

OLD BUSINESS
Ordinance 2020-11 – 2021 Budget
Lopez read Ordinance 2020-11 by title only and stated that at the last meeting they had a public hearing on the 2021 budget.  Stinson made a motion to approve Ordinance 2020-11 and Finley made the second, vote 5-0 motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS
Resolution 2020-05 – Additional Appropriation - Dump truck for MVH
Lopez read Resolution 2020-05 by title only.  Lopez noted that earlier there was a public hearing for the MVH Dump Truck.  Wagner made a motion to approve Resolution 2020-05 for an additional appropriation of $150,000 for MVH Dump truck and Finley made the second, vote 5-0 motion passed.

Resolution 2020-06 – Transfer of Funds from CEDIT to General Fund
Lopez read Resolution 2020-06 – Transfer of Funds from CEDIT to General Fund by title only.
Stinson made a motion to approve Resolution 2020-06 to transfer $135,000 from Cedit Transfers to the General Fund and Finley made the second, vote 5-0, motion passed.

Wagner made a motion to adjourn and Phillips made the second, vote 5-0, motion passed.

Dated this _________ day of October, 2020.


_________________________		__________________________
William Lopez, President			David Phillips, Vice President


_________________________		__________________________
Greg Stinson					Erik Wagner


-----------------------------------------	ATTEST:__________________________
Brian Finley					Carol Pomeroy, Clerk Treasurer
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